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From the Commandant . . . 

 

Marines, 

 

 As the newly elected Commandant, let me assure you that I will do my best to maintain the Detach-

ment honor and heritage within the highest traditions of the United States Marine Corps.  

  

 Summer is ending and soon school will start. Please spend time with your family, children and 

loved ones. Enjoy and cherish every minute of it but be safe and vigilant. 

  

 Your dedication and love to our community allowed our Detachment to continue providing tremen-

dous support to our community. Here are some amazing highlights; Eagle Scout Awards, NJROTC 

Awards, Relay for Life, Leatherneck and Hospice Runs, Lion Club Crab Fest, PVA, Charlotte Hall Vet-

erans Home Bingo Night, and Charlotte Hall Veterans Home cookout. 

  

 We are slowly growing strong. When the Detachment first came together, it was a beginning. When 

the Detachment stayed together, it was progress. However, when the Detachment worked together, we 

became strong. Spread the word and let us grow stronger. 

 

May God bless you and your families. Please keep our brothers and sisters in your prayers. 

 

Semper Fidelis, 

Omar Jabr 

Commandant 

   
From the Senior Vice . . .                             
 
Greetings Marines, 

 

 The first thing I want to do is thank everyone for your confidence and voting me into this position.  I 

hope to be able to live up to the standards set by Omar.  Now, I know many of our members keep up 

their dues, yet seldom make it to meetings.  That is your right, but I'd like to ask that you honor us on 

occasion and attend a meeting.  If that's not possible, please look at the events calendar and just volun-

teer to come out and help.  We always have a great time and get to help people at the same time.  If you 

can't help out, maybe you have some fundraising ideas we can use....whatever you feel comfortable 

with, just come on out and enjoy participating.  Look forward to seeing some folks there. 

 

Semper Fi  

Gary Stillwell 

Sr. Vice Commandant 

 August 2019  Volume 4, Issue 1  Marine Corps League - Patuxent River Detachment 1305 

DETACHMENT MEETING DATE & TIME 

1ST TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH AT 1830 

Join us at the VFW POST 2632 located at 23282Three Notch 

Rd, California, MD 20619.  Prior to and after the meeting stick 

around for social time in the VFW Post Cantina.                             

Note: Meetings last approximately one hour. 

 Roll Call of Officers 

 

 Commandant:                                              Omar Jabr 

 Senior Vice Commandant:                            Gary Stillwell 

 Junior Vice Commandant:                             Boyd Farrington 

 Judge Advocate:                                            Henry Kunzig 

 Sgt-At-Arms:                                                 Daniel Norris 

 Chaplain:                                                       Tim Hoernig Sr. 

 Adjutant:                                                        Laura Braunbeck 

 Paymaster:                                                      Joe Fay 

 Quartermaster:                                               Greg Ashley 
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From the Junior Vice . . . 

 

Recruit! Recruit! Recruit!   

 These are the famous words that have been said in the past by every Jr Vice Commandants and we all have had a good laugh. Never-

theless, through your efforts our detachment has grown over the years. Yes, we say it in a joking way but it works.  So if you happen to 

find yourself in a situation where you can mention the MCL to someone do it . What’s the worst that could happen? They say no? Ok at 

least you mentioned it.  

   

 Beyond the recruiting of individuals we as a detachment must remember to welcome our new members not with just a handshake 

and a hello, but with continued guidance on how our detachment is different and the opportunities that we have to hold different posi-

tions with in the detachment.   

   

 Our numbers are many and that helps with the volunteering for the different events that we support. From the Charlotte Hall Veter-

ans Home to Toys For Tots and helping the Young Marines, your time and effort is appreciated and I for one thank you for that. 

  

Thank you for allowing me to serve with you, 

Boyd Farrington Jr.  

Jr. Vice Commandant  

 

From the Paymaster . . .  

 

Dues, Dues, Dues! 

 Get them in as soon as possible for the new year starting September 1st.  If you are delinquent you have been notified.  Dues renewal 

notifications are not being mailed out anymore.  If you have not received your membership card or a Semper Fi magazine please notify 

me. Your mailing address may be incorrect so I will check my roster to ensure we get it corrected.  Any questions or concerns contact 

me at paymaster@paxriverdet1305.com. 

 

Semper Fi,  

Joe Fay 

Paymaster 

 

**Make checks payable to Patuxent River Detachment 1305, MCL** 

 

From  the Adjutant . .  

 

 Greetings from the adjutant! I hope summer finds everyone well. If you or any members of your family are in distress, need to pass 

anything to the league, or just want to stay informed and aren’t receiving my emails let me know and I’ll get it to the appropriate offic-

ers. If you have any changes (address, phone, email) let me know as well.  Communication is only as good as those communicating it.  

 Please look for a couple key emails coming up regarding the CHVH cook out sign-up, comedy show flyer, Detachment picnic pot-

luck tracker and of course Bingo on Halloween for CHVH.  

 

Laura Braunbeck  

Adjutant 

mailto:paymaster@paxriverdet1305.com
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 From the Jr. Past Commandant . . .  

 

 It has been a few months since I became your Junior Past Commandant and I would like to begin this article with a big thank you!  

Thank you for all of your support and hard work over my past two years as Commandant of the fastest growing MCL detachment in the 

Department of Maryland.  I learned a lot and developed some great friendships along the way.  

  

Summertime is upon us now and it is everyone’s responsibility to have fun and take care of each other!  By the time this article is pub-

lished, another National Convention will have been held and next year’s convention is in Daytona Beach, FL!  This will be an amazing 

opportunity to see fellow Marines from around the country and join in fellowship and jocularity.  Come on down and meet the National 

Commandant and his staff.  This is also a good opportunity for those Devil Dogs who would like to advance to the degree of Pedigree 

Devil Dog.  Just imagine reindeer games on the sandy beaches of Daytona!  Yes, you are back in the sand, but I promise you no sand 

fleas in Daytona! 

 

Semper Fi, 

PDD Tony Rust  

 

 

From the Pulpit….. 

 

 Summer is starting to winddown now and the kiddy’s will be going back to school soon.  But there is also an important thing we 

need to keep in our minds and prayers and that is all our members of our detachment to include their families.  If any one should receive 

word of any of our members or their family coming under the weather or has a loss please contact me at chaplain@paxriverdet1305.com 

or nitehawk2008@live.com  to let me know so I can take appropriate action.  Also please contact the Detachment Commandant and 

Adjutant. 

 

 Another thing we need to pray for is all our Brothers and Sisters in harms way.  A simple little prayer to help keep them safe as they 

carry out their missions.  

 

 Let Us Pray - Supreme Commandant please watch over my Brothers and Sisters in harms way.  Please keep them safe and guide 

them to perform their missions in a righteous manner.  WE ask this in your name.  Amen. 

 

Semper Fidelis 

Timothy “Tim” L. Hoernig 

Chaplain 

Marine Corps League license plates are always available! As long as you are a member in good 

standing you qualify for these plates. If interested, please contact Craig Reeling at 

Craig.Reeling@MarylandMarines.org  

mailto:chaplain@paxriverdet1305.com
mailto:nitehawk2008@live.com
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From the MCL Shooting Team . . . 
 
We are looking at developing black ball caps with our shooting team logo that will be worn by members while partici-

pating in local shooting events like the Military Woodstock match held the 3rd Thursday of the month along with Sun-

day trap, wobble and skeet.  We are researching the possibility of scheduling a sporting clay event in the near future.  It 

is dependent on the number of potential participants.  More information to follow.  

   

The Shooting team is working with Sanners Lake Sportsman Club (SLSC) on planning this year’s annual Bill Plath 

memorial shoot. The date for the shoot is 15 November 2019.  We will need volunteers to assist in the event.  Please keep in mind this 

event supports Toys for Tots. 

  

For more details and/or questions concerning the Shooting team along with matches or events, please e-mail Greg Ashley at 

fekawi@comcast.net.  

 

 

From Toys for Tots . . . 
 
We are planning for the 2019 Saint Mary’s County Toys for Tots Campaign. If you would like to volunteer for 

this years campaign, contact the Toys for Tots Coordinator - Chuck Jones or Laura Braunbeck.  See our web 

page at: http://stmarys-md.toysfortots.org 

 

 
From the Box Kickers Warehouse . . . 

 
The link to the MCL Ship Store is: www.https://mclnational.org.  Once on the website select menu.  You will see the ship 

stores you will have two drop down menus for the Ship Stores, Semper Fi Online Store and Merchandise list.  They can be 

reached at 703-207-9589.  

 

Note: There will be price increases on the items available through the Detachment store.  After a complete inventory, the adjutant will 

send out a list of the available items along with the new prices 

 

The below websites may help in locating unique Marine Corps swag: 

http://www.mcleague.com MCL GEAR says it all 

http://www.grunt.com Also Known as Sgt Grit 

http://www.military-graphics.com Have our decals 

http://www.usmcblues.com big boy blues 

http://www.gruntgear.com A little bit of everything 

http://www.marineshop.net Shirts and Covers  

 

Detachment Shirts can be purchased, at Chesapeake Embroidery or you can take them your own red shirt or other apparel that can be 

embroidered.  Just mention you would like to see the Marine Corps League Detachment 1305 logos.  They have our Detachment Logo 

(both styles), our Pound Logo and the Rifle Team Logo on file.  

 
 
From the MCL Pound Keeper . . .   

 
Woof , Woof,  

The Pax River Dawgs Pound 344 will be holding our next Growl on 14 September 2019 at the VFW before the Detach-

ment Picnic.  We will hold elections at this Growl so it is important for everyone to attend. If you have been a regular 

Detachment member in good standing for one year and wish to join Pound 344 contact the Pound Keeper, PDD Joe Fay, 

at bigjoe64@yahoo.com or Pound 344 Dog Robber DD Greg Ashley (fekawi@comcast.net) for an information package.  

  

**Make all checks payable to Pax River Dawgs Pound 344** 

 

Keep the Pound growing! 

Woof Woof,  

PDD Joe Fay 12-431 

Pax River Dawgs #344 

mailto:fekawi@comcast.net
mailto:bigjoe64@yahoo.com
mailto:fekawi@comcast.net
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Ketsugo and Operation Downfall 
The Defense and the Attack of the Japanese Mainland 

by Bill Kelly 
 

 In trying to decide what to write about for this issue, I started looking at World War II and even more significantly the casualties suf-

fered by the Marine Corps during this time.  That led me to the final stages of the war and more importantly the proposed last battle.  There 

are two aspects to this which are obviously the Allies and the Japanese.  Ironically or really not so ironic are the two plans developed by 

each adversary and their assessments.  The Allied plan was titled Operation Downfall and the Japanese defense plan Ketsugo or Ketsu-go. 

It has been referenced both ways, but I chose to use Ketsugo without the hyphen for convenience. 

 

 Operation Downfall comprised two independent parts: Operation Olympic and Operation Coronet. The first operation, Olympic, was 

scheduled to begin in November 1945 and was an attack on Kyushu which is the third largest island of the Japanese chain.  The intent was 

to use Okinawa as a staging area and Kyushu for close air support of the second phase of the attack. The second phase, Operation Coronet 

was scheduled for the spring of 1946 and would assault the northern end of the island of Honshu, the Japanese mainland, on the Kanto 

Plain near Tokyo. A total of 6 million Americans and Allies (British and Australian troops) at a ratio of 5 to 1 respectively were slated for 

the attacks.  

  
 

 Operation Olympic was to capture only the southern third of Kyushu, to use the existing airfields for land based aircraft against other 

indigenous forces as well as for strikes against Honshu in support of Coronet. If the operations would have come to fruition, it would have 

been the largest amphibious invasion of all time with 40 divisions.  In comparison, Operation Overlord, the D-Day invasion, comprised 

only 12 divisions. 

 

 The Allied military intelligence was at its worst.  Since the only Japanese resistance left were isolated bases, it was presumed that Jap-

anese air assets were in the 2,500 aircraft range, and available defense forces were in the neighborhood of 300,000-500,000.   

 

 The Japanese were preparing for what they believed to be the inevitable attack on their homeland.  The actual number of available air 

and ground assets alone are staggering. The Japanese were harboring close to 13,000 aircraft, half of which were tasked as Kamikaze’s.  

On the ground side they were mustering 2,372,700 soldiers and 1,962,800 navy personnel.  They had also developed a civilian militia 

called the Volunteer Fighting Corps which amounted to 28,000,000 civilians between the ages 15-60 for men and 17-40 for women.  They 

were instructed in tactics similar to those used in Vietnam by the Viet Cong.  The resistance program was named Operation Ketsugo by the 

Japanese.  

 

 The two atomic bombs dropped on Nagasaki and Hiroshima brought a hasty conclusion for the War in the Pacific and the Japanese 

surrender prevented what had the potential to be a very costly operation for the Allies. 

 

References: 

 

Books 

Alexander, Col. Joseph H., (1997) Storm landings – Epic Amphibious Battles in the Central Pacific,Naval Institute Press, ISBN 978-1-591-14017-7 

 

Spector, Ronald H., (1985) Eagle Against the Sun: The American War with Japan, Random House. ISBN 978-0-394-74101-7. 

 

Web references 

Allen, Thomas B., "Operation Downfall", Houghton Mifflin Reader's Companion to Military History. 

 

Bauer, K. Jack, "Operation Downfall: Olympic, Coronet; World War II in the Pacific, The Invasion of Japan". ww2pacific.com 

 

White, HV, The Japanese Plans for the Defense of Kyushu; 31 December 1945 (link to PDF), OC 

Olympic 

Personnel 766,700-815,548 

Vehicles 134,000 

Infantry (Divisions) 11 

Marine Divisions 3 

Armored Divisions   0 

Air Groups 40 40 

http://cgsc.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/singleitem/collection/p4013coll8/id/1148/rec/14
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Eyes of Freedom: Lima Company Memorial 
 

By Howie Wescott 

During a recent visit to Erie, PA to see family, I had the pleasure of viewing the Eyes of Freedom: Lima 

Company Memorial.  The Eyes of Freedom: Lima Company Memorial is a tribute honoring 22 Marines 

and a Navy Corpsman from Company L, 3rd Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment that lost their lives while 

serving in Iraq from February to September 2005.  The memorial was created by Ohio artist Anita Miller 

for the families of the fallen.  The 23 men are painted on eight canvases that stand 8.5 feet tall and 6 feet 

wide.  The artist received pictures from the families for the paintings.  At the bottom of each canvas are a 

set of boots from the fallen men along with an ever-living candle.  Visitors may leave mementos or notes 

in the boots, which are provided to the families.   

A couple of years later, Anita Miller created a life sized bronze sculpture enti-

tled “Silent Battle”.  It was inspired by Gulf War combat veteran Brian Zim-

merman.  At the time, Mr. Zimmerman was suffering from Post Traumatic 

Stress and was contemplating suicide.  Ms. Miller heard about Mr. Zim-

merman’s story when he visited the Eyes of Freedom Memorial on its travels 

in Minnesota.  Ms. Miller asked him for his help in coming up with the piece.  

She made him promise to keep on living so he could see the result.  Silent 

Battle is meant to honor those suffering or lost to Post Traumatic Stress.  

Blank dog tags are provided to visitors so they can write the name of a loved 

on it  or leave a message for those suffering from Post Traumatic Stress.  The 

dog tags are placed at the base of the sculpture.   

Another item that is part of the exhibit is a knife that was hand-forged by LCPL Travis Williams.  

LCPL Williams is the lone survivor of Lima Company’s 3rd Platoon, 1st Squad.  In August 2005 he 

was moved from his assigned amphibious assault vehicle (AAV) and moved to a command vehicle 

along with his Platoon Commander.  About 15 minutes later his squad’s AAV struck a roadside 

bomb.  His eleven squad members were killed in the blast.  LCPL Williams assisted with the collec-

tion of gear for his fallen comrades.  He was able to collect a nametape from their uniforms.  About 

eight years later LCPL Williams made the knife and included a piece of each nametape in the leather 

handle. 

To this day Lima Company remains the hardest hit unit that served in Iraq.  The unit used to be called “Lucky Lima” but after their tour 

they did not feel so lucky.   

 

Eyes of Freedom is a traveling memorial so , if you get the chance to see it please take it.  Seeing this memorial in person was a very mov-

ing experience.  For those that have experienced combat firsthand it provides some healing.  For the people that were never in the military 

it shows the people behind the casualty numbers and what they endured. 

 

For more information about the Eyes of Freedom: Lima Company Memorial check out their website at www.limacompanymemorial.org. 
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In late July, our unit hosted the Division II Field Meet in Cheltenham, MD.  This is the third time the SOMD Young Marines have hosted 

this event, which drew 80 Young Marines and 40 Adult Volunteers.  Over the course of the weekend, Young Marines from DE, MD, VA, 

WV and NC competed in events such as Tug of War, Dodge Ball, Sponge Relay, Team PFT, and the 

PVC Pipe Relay.  We were honored to receive a visit from the National Executive Director, Colonel 

(retired) William Davis, and the Chairman of the Board of Directors, Colonel (retired) Bill Smith.  

Both gentlemen commented on the professionalism and enthusiasm of the Young Marines in attend-

ance.   

 

During the Field Meet closing ceremonies, our unit received the Unit Commendation of Merit Award 

from the Division Commander for exceptional planning and execution of this event.  Additionally, 

YM Cpl Nicholson received the prestigious Spirit Award for his exceptional performance during the 

event.  This Award is voted on by the Young Marine Staff and Adult Volunteer Staff and recognizes 

the YM who most clearly exemplifies the spirit of fair competition.  YM Cpl Nicholson was commended for not only displaying a high 

degree of motivation in his own events, but for giving of himself to help others to prepare for their own competition.                                                       

 

Our unit is currently conducting a Recruit Training Class, which will graduate on Aug 25th at 1200.  The Recruits have worked very hard 

to learn their Basic Guidebook requirements and they are ready to receive the title of Young Marine! 

 

Our Fall and Winter will be busy as always.  In October, we will join units across the country in honoring slain DEA Agent Enrique 

“Kiki” Camarena.  Each year, Young Marine honor the memory of Kiki Camarena by participating in “Red Ribbon Week”. During the 

week, our Young Marines will be busy collecting pledges to remain drug free and talking with the public about the benefits of leading a 

healthy, drug-free lifestyle. We also look forward to November and December, where we will join with MCL Det 1305 in supporting St. 

Mary’s County Toys for Tots.  Our unit looks forward to this very special community outreach every year! 

 

Rob Willis 

Unit Commander  

The SOMD Young Marines have been extremely busy since our last report!  The Young Marines have been working hard, mastering the 

required Performance Objectives for their next rank.  So far this year, we have promoted three Young Marines, with more promotions 

right around the corner. Those promoted to their current rank include YM Cpl Nicholson, YM LCpl Harrington, and YM LCpl Cano.  

 

 

 

 

In early July, two of our Young Marines distinguished themselves by attending the National Leadership Academy 

in Warrenton, OR. YM Sgt Baumann attended the Senior Leadership School (for YM Sgts and YM SSgts), while 

YM Cpl Nicholson attended the Junior Leadership School (for YM LCpls and YM Cpls).  Both performed excep-

tionally well and learned valuable leadership lessons that will help our unit grow even stronger!  

YM Sgt Baumann at the 

National Leadership 

Academy  
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Mideast Division Conference 
 

The Mideast Division Conference was held 21-22 June in Princeton West Virginia.  

MCL Det 1305 attendees were Sr Vice Commandant Gary Stillwell and Diana 

Stillwell.  The agenda and meeting minutes can be found on the Mideast Division 

website, along with pictures.  A few notes from the conference include: 

• The guest speaker was Woody Williams, the 96 yr old Medal of Honor recipi-

ent and the last living Medal of Honor recipient from the battle of Iwo Jima. 

• The departments were reminded to have their detachments be sure to review 

all bylaws, then be prepared for voting if attending the National Conference 

in August. 

• The suicide prevention hotline is 1-800-273-8255.  Woody Williams is work-

ing to get a 311-number assigned to make it easier, but there are other possi-

bilities.  It was put out as a resolution and seconded. 

• The 2020 Mideast Conf will be held 19-21 Jun at the Virginia Beach Holiday 

Inn. 

• Bruce Rakfeldt is stepping down as Mideast Division National Vice Com-

mandant and is being replaced by Roger Ware.  Roger will be the 1st Navy 

Corpsman to be an MCL Division Commandant.  

 
 

Citizenship award 
 

On 9 June 2019, Southern Maryland Marine Corps League Detachment 1305 had the honor of presenting the Good Citizenship 

Award to Scout Tony Gray at the Immaculate Conception Church in Mechanicsville, MD.  The award was given as part of his 

promotion ceremony to the rank of Eagle Scout.  There were seven other Eagle Scouts in attendance along with 40 other people. 

Sr  Vice Commandant Gary Stillwell and Diana Still-

well with Medal of Honor Woody Williams 

Commandant Omar Jabr presented Garrett Lee the Good 

Citizenship award  on 4 August 2019 in recognition of his 

promotion to Eagle Scout 
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Pax River Det 1305 Calendar of Events 

Date Event 

Aug  

4-9 MCL National Convention in Billings, MT 

17 Department of Maryland Meeting, Garrett County, MD 

18 Washington Nationals Baseball Marine Corps Ball Fundraiser 

24 Charlotte Hall Veterans Home Cookout @ 1400 

25 Comedy Show, Taphouse @1600 

27 Detachment Officer’s Meeting, VFW 

  

Sep  

3 Detachment Meeting 

14 Detachment Cookout, VFW—Families encouraged to attend 

24 Detachment Officer’s Meeting, VFW 

29 Washington Nationals Baseball Marine Corps Ball Fundraiser 

  

Oct  

1 Detachment Meeting 

29 Detachment Officer’s Meeting, VFW 

31 Charlotte Hall Veterans Home Bingo Night—Costume required 

  

Nov  

2 244th Marine Corps Ball at MGM National Harbor 

5 Detachment Meeting 

11 Leonardtown Veterans Day Parade 

16 Department of Maryland Meeting, Mountainside Marines Det 1701 

26 Detachment Officer’s Meeting, VFW 

  

Dec  

3 Detachment Meeting 

31 Detachment Officer’s Meeting, VFW 
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Contact Us 

MCL - Patuxent River 
Detachment 1305 
P.O. Box 701 
California, MD 20619 
 
Visit us on the web at 
www.paxriverdet1305.com 
 
Or on Facebook: Patuxent Riv-
er Detachment 1305, Marine 
Corps League 
 
MCL Website: 
www.mcleague.com 
 

 
Puzzle and Trivia 

Trivia  
 

1. Name the Motto used by the Marine Corps? 
 
2. What is the traditional name used for the Marine Bulldog? 
 
3. The Marine Band has played at every Presidential Inauguration since 

__________? 
 
4. “Siwashi” was a animal that accompanied the 2nd Marine Division into 

action on Tarawa, Saipan and Tinian. What kind of animal was Siwashi? 

Helpful Info  

DAV St Mary’s #26  
Meets the 1st Wed of each month 
at 1900 at the VFW  
POC: 301-997-1036 
Website: 
www.davmembersportal.org/
chapters/md/26/default.aspx 
 
Maryland VA Website:  
veterans.maryland.gov   
 
Military.com is a good site for 
Retirees and Veterans 
 
Veterans Crisis Line 
1-800-273-8255 
 
National call center for  Home-
less Veterans 1-877-424-3838 
 
Persian Gulf War Veterans: The 
VA has a toll-free hotline 
1- 800-749-8387  
It provides information on VA 
programs, benefits and the latest 
information 

 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE 

COMPASS NOMENCLATURE 
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Photos from Navy Junior ROTC Awards Ceremony 

Huntington High School—Alex Merz 

Calvert High School—Nathan Beardmore Northern High School—Garrett Gaare 

Patuxent High School—Alex Sams 
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Photos from around the Detachment 

Sr Vice Commandant Gary Stillwell was presented with a Quilt of Valor on  20 July 2019  from the Pax Sound of Free-

dom Group of the Quilts of Valor Foundation in recognition of his 30 years of service 

Detachment members assisted with setup, teardown, boat parking, and 

boat launch during the Paralyzed Veterans of America annual fishing 

tournament on 13 July 2019 at Smallwood State Park 
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Photos from around the Detachment 

Detachment 1305 members helped out at the Charlotte Hall Veterans Home Bingo Night on 25 July 2019 


